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Ag Adjustment Committee

�Goals

• Consistency & Uniformity

•Transparency for Taxpayers



IDR Responsibility
421.17 Powers and duties of director

……..to the end that all assessments of 
property and taxes levied on the property be 
made relatively just and uniform…..

………a uniform and legal assessment of 
property as prescribed by law…….

……..shall determine the degree of uniformity 
of valuation as between various assessing 
jurisdictions……….



IDR Responsibility
421.17 Powers and duties of director

For the purpose of bringing about uniformity 
and equalization of assessments throughout 
the state of Iowa, the director shall prescribe 
rules relating to the standards of value to be 
used by assessing authorities in the 
determination, assessment and equalization 
of actual value for assessment purposes of 
all property subject to taxation…….



How is Agricultural Land 

Valued Today?

� IDR calculates productivity value

� CSR’s & Value

� County Practices



CSR –

What does it do well?

Measures 

soil productivity for row 

crop production. 



CSR –

What does it not do?

Not 

a reliable measure 

for non-row crop 

land productivity.



Why?

Presumes

“low productive soil” = 

low CSR.

NOT TRUE.



The Issue

�Non-row crop parcel may 
carry a high CSR.

�Resulting in valuation 
similar to row crop land.



Proposed Solution

� 1st Develop method for uniformity and 
consistency

� Recognize limitations and strengths of 
CSR

� Recognize limitations and strengths of 
FSA land use layer



Proposed Solution

� Zero in on problem CSR’s

• Adjust “high” CSR’s on non-row crop

• Create a “floor” CSR for adjustments

• 5 year ** average Cash Rent debasement 

model







Alternative Solutions?






